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E-learning 

Thematic Session 2: Online Pedagogy 
 
Key topics: pedagogical models & approaches applicable to e-learning  
 

Key terms: normalisation (2), social constructivism (ZPD, scaffolding); community of 
practice (situated learning, legitimate peripheral participation); community of inquiry 
(cognitive presence, social presence, teaching presence); participatory culture; 
multiliteracies; identity studies; collective intelligence (2); blended learning; CALL 
 

Key theorists/movements: Lev Vygotsky, Etienne Wenger, Randy Garrison, Terry 
Anderson, Henry Jenkins, NLG, New Literacy Studies 
 

 
 

│ E-language Moodle VLE – Screen capture: MP 2008 │ 
 

 
 
First thoughts … 
 
After glancing at the statement of philosophy provided by the creators of Moodle 
(Handout 2A: Moodle Philosophy), consider these questions: 
 

� How important is our educational paradigm to the way we conduct online 
learning? 
� Are there educational paradigms which are particularly suited to online 
education? 

 
 

� Intro / Frame / Pedagogical debates 

 
1) Building a pedagogical framework for e-learning 
 
We’ll consider six of the most useful pedagogical approaches/models/concepts 
which are commonly applied in e-learning.  You may like to make notes on each one 
and to think about how elements from each might be integrated into a coherent 
pedagogical framework – one you could imagine applying in your own professional 
context. 
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� Social constructivism 

 
1A) Social constructivism 
 
Refer also to Handout 2B: Jonassen on Constructivist Learning.  
 

 
 

│ The Epistemological Continuum.  Source: D.C. Phillips (1995). │ 
 
 
Related terms: ZPD, scaffolding 
Key theorists: Lev Vygotsky, (Jean Piaget), (John Dewey) 
 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

│ Learning as Acquisition vs Learning as Participation.  Source: A. Sfard (1998). │ 
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� Community of practice 

 
1B) Community of practice 
 
Related terms: legitimate peripheral participation, situated learning 
Key theorists: Etienne Wenger 
 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

� Community of inquiry 

 
1C) Community of inquiry  
 

 
 

│ Community of Inquiry Model.   Source: D.R. Garrison & T. Anderson (2003). │ 
 
 
 

Related terms: cognitive presence, social presence, teaching presence 
Key theorists: Randy Garrison, Terry Anderson 
 

Notes: 
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� Participatory culture 

 
 

1D) Participatory culture 
 

 
 

│ Forms of Participatory Culture.   Source: H. Jenkins et al (2006). │ 
 

 
 

│ The New Skills.   Source: H. Jenkins et al (2006). │ 
 
 

Related terms: affiliations, expressions, collaborative problem-solving, circulations 
Key theorists: Henry Jenkins 
 

Notes: 
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� Multiliteracies 

 
1E) Multiliteracies 
 
Key movements: NLG, New Literacy Studies 
 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

� Identity studies 

 
1F) Identity studies 
 
Key theorists: Bonnie Norton, Alastair Pennycook, Suresh Canagarajah 
 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

� Concluding thoughts 
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